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Union of European Medical Specialists
• 37 national associations - Europe and associated countries
• 43 sections
• 1.6M medical specialists
• ensuring the highest quality of medical care
• continuing medical education
• quality assurance
• post-graduate training
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• CSANZ observer
• Austria enrolled 
• Cyprus enrolled
• Finland enrolled
• Germany enrolled
• Greece  enrolled
• Ireland enrolled
• Latvia enrolled 

• Lithuania pilot
• Malta enrolled
• Netherlands enrolled
• Portugal enrolled
• Spain enrolled
• Sweden  enrolled
• Switzerland enrolled
• UK enrolled

• Bulgaria
• France
• Israel
• Luxembourg
• Poland
• Russian Federation
• Tunisia
• Turkey
• Asian Pacific

Society of Cardiology

European Exam in General Cardiology
EEGC
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• test application of knowledge across ESC core curriculum
• current best evidence ESC guidance, textbook, published clinical studies

• appropriate for independent practice in core cardiology
• wide range of investigation, treatment and prevention
• interpretation of images (e.g. ECG, x-ray, CT) and video (e.g. echocardiography, cardiac MRI)

central to clinical practice

• maximise collaboration
• maximise accessibility
• minimise costs (time and financial) to candidates

EEGC - purpose



• annual
• English
• 120 cardiology scenario → question → best of 5 answers
• strict methodology and style
• “as short as possible” to test the point of knowledge
• 70% text
• 20% image
• 10% video
• 3 hours
• computer terminals in PearsonVUE centres

EEGC - development



EEGC - development
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question writing meeting (Nice)
board meeting

question selection meeting
120 (150) – valvular/myocardial, IHD, 
arrhythmias, ACHD, non-invasive, 
general 6 (10) UK-specific questions

standard setting meeting
final 120 MCQs
pass mark criteria

UK standard setting meeting
final  120 MCQs (6 UK-specific)
pass mark criteria

final review
→ exam sent to PearsonVUE

EEGC sitting - 16th June 2020
board meeting
results → NS

question writing meeting 
“kick-off” 
NS/UEMS-cs/ESC

confirm cities

candidate registration

country registration

results analysis

EEGC



EEGC – development
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• ESC core curriculum collaboration
• collaboration with other cardiology exams
• alignment with other speciality exams
• expansion – new countries
• on-line development and collaboration
• research
• learner support module

EEGC – what’s new ?



• 1951 candidates have taken the exam over 5-years
• 234,120 candidate responses and times analysed
• 5853 hours in total

EEGC – research
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2015 276 67.8 (21.1) 60.4 (20.8) n/s

2016 293 65.9 (21.8) 63.5 (19.5) n/s

2017 360 63.8 (23.9) 63.2 (23.5) n/s

2018 447 65.6 (22.3) 62.0 (20.8) n/s

2019 575 65.1 (24.3) 62.2 (21.8) n/s



EEGC – learner support



questions ?
Chris.Plummer@nhs.net
SThibault@escardio.org

https://www.uems-cardio.eu/
https://esc365.escardio.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/heartjnl-2018-314495
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